
 
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Rick Bennett Awarded 2024 J. Roger Porter 
Award  

EAU CLAIRE, Wis., US – November 14, 2025 

The United States Culture Collection Network (USCCN) is pleased to announce that Rick 
Bennett, Professor in the Department of Plant Pathology at the University of Kentucky, has 
been awarded the 2024 J. Roger Porter Award. This award honors his longstanding leadership 
and dedication to the preservation of microbial collections, recognizing the critical role he has 
played in safeguarding these invaluable resources. 

The prestigious J. Roger Porter Award is presented annually to a scientist who has 
demonstrated the importance of microbial biodiversity through sustained curatorial and 
stewardship activities that benefit the scientific community.hnei DthA DiA hnesdenortt
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Bennett will be formally recognized at the upcoming USCCN workshop “Exploring the Value of 
Microbial Germplasm for Research and Industry,” on November 18 in St. Louis, MO. 
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The prestigious J. Roger Porter Award recognizes outstanding efforts by a scientist who has 
demonstrated the importance of microbial biodiversity through sustained curatorial or 
stewardship activities for a major resource used by the scientific community. It honors the 
memory of the internationally known microbiologist J. Roger Porter (1909-1979) and his 
remarkable contributions to science. More information including purpose, eligibility, 
nomination process, and past laureates are available at usccn.org/porter-award 
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The United States Culture Collection Network (USCCN) is a Research Coordination Network 
supported by the U.S. National Science Foundation through grants #1534564 and #2124633. 
The mission of the USCCN is to facilitate the safe and responsible utilization of microbial 
resources for research, education, industry, medicine, and agriculture for the betterment of 
humankind. For more information visit usccn.org and follow the network on Twitter and 
LinkedIn
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